
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

September 15, 2009 

 

Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Melissa 

Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. Helene Blair, and Dr. Robert Pellicone. 

 

The regular meeting was called to order from a workshop at 6:00 PM in the high school 

cafeteria. 

 

Mrs. Murphy made a motion to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Presentations and discussions:  MCAS Review.  Mr. Horton explained that the Composite 

Performance Index (CPI) is a curved score for each student’s performance.  All schools 

must attain an average CPI of 100 by 2014.  Schools have to make AYP by showing 

improvement every year in working towards the 2014 goal.  The improvement target for 

NES in math was 74.08; the 2009 score was 69.4, up 0.5 from 2008.  NES is now labeled 

as being in restructuring in math.  The improvement target for NES in ELA was 78.92; 

the 2009 score was 79.00, up 4.3 from 2008.  NES made AYP, but remains in Corrective 

Action for ELA.  For restructuring in math a new math program was implemented, the 

schedule was changed to allow for math professional days on Wednesdays, a math coach 

was hired, and common assessments in all grade levels will be administered throughout 

the year.  At CPS the improvement target for ELA was 90.2; the 2009 score was 88.1, 

down 0.1 from 2008.  CPS didn’t make AYP for ELA.  In math the target was 75.42; the 

2009 score was 70.6, up 0.1 from 2008.  CPS did not make AYP in math and is now 

labeled Improvement Year 1 for math.  The high school continues to make AYP in ELA 

with a score of 94.1, the highest it has ever been, up 2.6 from 2008.  In math, NHS score 

94.3, up 2.0 from 2008, and continues to make AYP.   

 

District Calendar Update:  They are still at the printers and will be available next week at 

the schools’ open houses and at other locations. 

 

Flu Update:  On September 19 at NES, there will be an opportunity for the public to be 

immunized for the regular flu.  The H1N1 vaccine will be available in early October.  

Those identified to be at the highest risk, with the focus on children, will be inoculated 

first.  Dr. Lepore stated that the flu had the potential to be a very serious issue.  There is a 

plan to set up a mass immunization at one of the schools. 

 

Comments from the public:  Mr. Gallaher reported that the Biodiversity Day will be held 

September 19.   

 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken:  Invoices and transfers:  Mrs. Garneau made 

a motion to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Out-of-State Field Trip:  Mr. Laredo is accompanying students to the World Challenge 

Expedition training in Mount Washington, MA, in preparation of their trip to Ecuador in 

July.  Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the trip.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 



 

Ratification of Revised District Goals:  Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the goals for 

2009-10.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 

 

School Choice:  in some situations parents may choose to enroll their students outside of 

their home district.  School Choice tuition charges are assessed against the sending 

districts and paid to receiving districts.  Mrs. Garneau moved to continue participation in 

School Choice.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So voted. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 

 

NES Principal Search was discussed in the workshop. 

 

Walker Partnerships Visit – September 1:  The superintendent will meet with the 

principals to ascertain membership on the advisory committee.  A survey will be 

developed to use as a tool to assess steps to move forward.  Mrs. Harvey stated that there 

was a need to find out how to keep administrators.  Mrs. Murphy felt that there was a 

need to look deeper other than financially and housing as it was the charge of the 

Committee to look and evaluate why we have a hard time retaining administrators.   

 

Ken Liburd asked the Committee to consider a proposal for consulting to find minority 

teachers and a proposal for a Spanish program at NES.  He also reported on a concert 

being held on November 7.   

 

Opening of School:  The opening went smoothly and the NES Wednesday early dismissal 

went very well. 

 

Sub-Committee Reports:  Suicide Prevention Update:  September 6-12 was Suicide 

Prevention Week.  Forums were held with staff and the public. 

 

Mrs. Garneau commended staff and students for a terrific home football opening. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to approve the minutes of September 1, 2009.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  

So voted. 

 

Agenda for next meeting on October 6, 2009:   Mrs. Murphy asked for an update on the 

plan for ELA at NES.  Topics will include an update on the budget regarding new hires, 

superintendent goals, budget calendar, Walker report survey and the Plum contract. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


